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Take lead in countering extremism, 
Muslim leaders told 

Issue No. 769

Muslim scholars and Imams have 
been urged to actively play their 
role and revitalize efforts in pre-

venting and countering violent extremism 
which is a threat to global peace and se-
curity.
Prominent Sudanese Muslim Scholar Pro-
fessor Ibrahim Noorain Muhammad said 
violent extremism was a major concern 
for Muslims and it is crucial to put in place 
measures to immunize this problem and 
prevent vulnerable youth from falling prey 
to agents of violence. 
The professor who was in the country 
last week for a lecture tour said religious 

leaders as well as the local elders need to 
be consulted and tasked with the responsi-
bility of guiding young people if the war on 
radicalization and violent extremism is to 
be won.  “As Muslim leaders and elders we 
must stand up to our responsibility and edu-
cate people about Islam especially when it 
doesn’t promote violent extremism,” he said. 
The scholar who is the President of Islamic 
Jurisprudence at the University of the Holy 
Qur’an and Islamic Sciences in Khartoum, 
Sudan emphasized on the importance of 
the local Muslim leaders to revitalize da'wah 
and engage in dialogue to address the is-
sue of violent extremism stressing that it is 
only through da’wah activities that the Mus-
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Dr Essam el Bashir (second right) addresses a workshop for scholars, Imams and preachers at Jamia Mosque, Nairobi last Friday. 
From left; Tijani Ibrahim from Sudan, Dr. Abdullahi Waqo of Brave movement, Jamia Mosque Imam Sheikh Muhamamd Swalihu 
and Mustafa Ali from the Horn Institute of Strategic Studies

lim community will tackle various challenges 
facing it and delegitimize the groups that are 
misusing Islam to propagate their murderous 
ideology.
''In Sudan we had armed men who killed but 
we approached, dialogued and guided them 
constructively. They first dismissed us as pro-
government scholars but agreed to hear us 
whereas they wrote down their grievance of 
which we replied showing them how they vio-
lated pertinent teachings of Islam and the No-
ble Quran,'' said Prof Ibrahim Noorain. 
Sheikh Ibrahim said Islam and other religions 
in particular have been infiltrated by wrong 
elements that are using religion to commit 

Muslim personalities among those nominated to cabinet
Muslim personalities are amongst the 
nominees selected to sit in the Cabinet 
unveiled by President Uhuru Kenyatta. 
The President on Friday last week un-
veiled the long awaited list which includ-
ed cabinet secretaries, nominees in the 
new position of Chief administrative sec-
retaries and Principal Secretaries. The 
nominees will be approved after parlia-

mentary vetting by the parliament.
The President also reshuffled some of the 
CSs from his previous cabinet, with those 
missing out being handed ambassadorial 
positions. 
From the nominations, four Muslims were 
among personalities listed as cabinet sec-
retaries   to serve at various ministries and 

departments.
Adan Muhammad and Najib Balala were re-
tained as Cabinet Secretaries for Industriali-
zation and Tourism and Wildlife respectively.
Rashid Achesa Muhammad was appointed 
Cabinet Secretary for Sports and Heritage 
with former Foreign Affairs Cabinet Secretary 
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crimes against humanity and called on reli-
gious leaders not to fear but be at the fore-
front in denouncing such groups publicly to 
counter violent extremism. 
Speaking on Saturday at Jamia Mosque 
Nairobi, he noted that Prophet Muhammad 
(peace be upon him) directed Muslims to 
avoid causing unnecessary difficulty and 
hardship in people’s lives and to inspire peo-
ple with graceful speech.
The Sheikh further said the best weapon 
to fight extremism is to ensure that Muslim 
children and youth acquire both secular and 
authentic Islamic studies from recognized 
people and institutions. 
The Professor who was in the country for a 
series of public lectures on Friday last week 
delivered Jumuah Khutba (sermon) at Mas-
jid Konzi in Mombasa before he  headed to 
Jamia Mosque Nairobi on  Saturday for a 
public lecture. 
On Sunday Professor Ibrahim was at Umma 
University in Kajiado county for another pub-
lic lecture. 

Continued From Page 1

Muslim leaders urged to 
counter extremism

Registration for this year’s com-
petition is now open. Madrasah or 
Islamic Institution wishing to be in-
cluded in the Qur-aan and Hadiyth 
competitions should register with 
the Da’wah Office in Jamia on or 
before 05th Rajab 1439 H/ 23rd 
March 2018. 
The participating Madaaris should 
be in Nairobi County and its Envi-
rons. Late Registration will not be 
entertained. 

ANNOUNCEMENT  
JAMIA MOSQUE QUR-AAN AND 
HADIYTH COMPETITTION 1439 

H/ 2018 CE

Kenyans of different faiths have been ad-
vised to exercise religious tolerance and 
participate in mutual integration in a bid to 
promote national cohesion in the country. 
The call was made by Sudanese Islamic 
scholar Dr. Essam Ahmad El Bashir who 
said it is only by embracing peace, toler-
ance and fairness that Kenyans can put the 
country on the path of growth and develop-
ment. 
Speaking at Jamia Mosque Nairobi in his 
Friday Khutba (sermon), Dr. Essam said re-
ligious tolerance and peaceful coexistence 
between Muslims and Christians along 
with other faiths is needed to safeguard 
the multi-religious nature of the country as 
he called on Kenyans to rededicate them-
selves to the cause of a peaceful coexist-
ence and tolerance. “Religion must never 
be used to bring about chaos and pain in 
the country but should be used to promote 
peace, prosperity and development,’’ Dr. 
Essam said. 
He pointed out that the true teachings of Is-
lam required Muslims to exercise tolerance 
and live peacefully with the people of other 
faiths for mutual understanding.
The scholar while cautioning against acts 

that would divide rather than unite, ap-
pealed   for Muslims in the country to de-
fend the sanctity of Islam and to preserve 
the harmony, understanding and tolerance 
between religions, which form the bedrock 
of unity for all humanity. 
The visiting scholar noted that tolerance is 
bedrock for peaceful coexistence and an es-
sential Islamic principle that is clearly stated 
in many Qur’anic verses, and that has been 
practiced by Muslims throughout history.
The former Sudanese endowment (Awqaf) 
Minister said respect for fundamental hu-
man rights, freedom of religion and respect 
for the rule of law are among the factors that 
ensure peaceful coexistence in the nation.  
He also emphasized that it is also important 
for the government to uphold the religious 
rights and freedom of all people irrespective 
of their religion or ethnic affiliation. 
The sheikh said Muslims must hold fast to 
Prophet Muhammad's teachings and morals 
to save the world from tyranny and destruc-
tion caused by acts which stray from the 
path of Allah.
Later addressing while Muslim scholars, 
Imams and preachers at Jamia Multi-pur-
pose hall, Dr. Essam called for interfaith 

dialogue and initiative to enhance under-
standing and respect between Muslims and 
non-Muslims. 
He appealed to Muslim community leaders, 
Imams, scholars and propagators to spread 
the true message of Islam and fight the 
spread of intolerance.
The scholar was in the country for a lec-
ture tour under the theme ‘Re-invigorating 
and Revitalizing Religious Institutions and 
Communities in Preventing and Countering 
Radicalization, Violent Extremism and Ter-
rorism.'
The tour was organized by the Brave initia-
tive in partnership with Horn International In-
stitute for Strategic Studies.
During his visit Dr. Issam El-Bashir who was 
accompanied by Dr. Ibrahim Noorain met 
government officials and various religious 
leaders in Nairobi and Mombasa.

Islamic scholar calls for peaceful coexistence among faiths

Amina Muhammad being appointed Edu-
cation CS, replacing Fred Matiang'i, who 
had been appointed as the Interior cabinet 
secretary. 
The president created the position of Chief 
Administrative Secretary in each ministry. 
Chief Administrative Secretary will broadly 
be responsible for helping CS to coordi-
nate running of affairs in respective min-
istries.
Among Muslim nominees to serve as Chief 
Administrative Secretaries are Rashid 
Aman, Ministry of Health, former Tana Riv-
er Governor Hussein Dado was nominated 
Chief Administrative Secretary in-charge 
Ministry of Devolution and Arid and Semi-
Arid Lands (ASAL) and Abdul Bahari being 

nominated to serve in the Ministry of La-
bour, Social Protection. 
Those appointed as Principal Secretaries 
include   Safina Kwekwe who will be Princi-
pal Secretary for Gender, Professor Hama-
di Iddi Boga who will serve as the Principal 
Secretary Agriculture Research.
Until his appointment, Prof.Hamadi Boga 
was the Taita University Vice-Chancellor 
and member of Wakfu Commissioner of 
Kenya. Zainab Hussein will serve as Prin-
cipal Secretary Post training and skills de-
velopment.
Former Cabinet Secretary for Sports Has-
san Wario was nominated as Ambassador 
to Austria. 

A Kadhi’s Court has been opened at 
Msambweni in Kwale County to handle ju-
dicial matters among Muslim faithful in the 
localities.
Speaking on Monday during the official 
commissioning of the court, Msambweni 
Kadhi Sheikh Muhammad Garama Randu, 
appealed to the Muslim community in the 
region to make use of the facility. 
“I know Muslims usually take their griev-
ances to the Imams and elders for arbitra-
tion in a customary way but now that you 
have an official law court here, you have 
to embrace a culture of resolving disputes 
in a formal way,” said Sheikh Muhammad 
Randu. 
The Kadhi thanked the National Gov-
ernment Constituency Development 
Fund(NG-CDF) for constructing the institu-
tion in the region saying that it is a testi-
mony that the local Member of Parliament 
and the  management committee of Con-

stituency Development Fund takes cogni-
zance of the vital role the Kadhi courts play 
among the Muslim fraternity. 
The Msambweni Kadhi’s court that was 
funded and constructed by CDF was offi-
cially handed over to the Chief Justice Da-
vid Maraga.
The opening up of the Msambweni Kadhi’s 
Court will now ease the dispensation of 
justice among Muslims in the area. Among 
other matters, Kadhi’s court deals with do-
mestic cases including marriages, divorce, 
inheritance and matters related to succes-
sion.
In a related event, chief Justice Maraga on 
Monday laid the foundation stone for the 
construction of Sh390 million High Court 
building in Kwale.  
The CJ said the Judiciary will post a Judge 
to Kwale as soon as the building is com-
plete.

Kadhi’s court opened in Msambweni
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DA'WAH
Imam Muslim (202 - 261H)

The full name of Imam Muslim is Abu'l-
Husain 'Asakir-ud-Din Muslim b. Hajjaj 
al-Qushayri al-Naisaburi. "Muslim," as his 
nasba shows, belonged to the Qushayr 
tribe of the Arabs, an offshoot of the great 
clan of Rabi'a. He was born in Naisabur 
(Nishapur) in 202/817 or 206/821 in pre-
sent day Iran. 
His parents were religiously minded per-
sons and as such he was brought up in a 
pious atmosphere. This left such an indel-
ible impression on his mind that he spent 
the whole of his life as a God-fearing per-
son and always adhered to the path of 
Righteousness. He was in fact a saint of 
high calibre. His excellent moral character 
can be well judged from the simple fact 
that he never indulged in backbiting, a very 
common human failing.
Imam Muslim travelled widely to collect 
traditions in Arabia, Egypt, Syria and Iraq, 
where he attended the lectures of some 
of the prominent Traditionists of his time: 
Ishaq b. Rahwaih, Ahmad b. Hanbal, 
'Ubaydullah al-Qawariri, Qutaiba b. Sa’id, 
'Abdullah b. Maslama, Harmalah b. Yahya, 
and others.
Having finished his studies, be settled 
down at Nishapur. There he came into con-
tact with Imam Bukhari, and was so much 
impressed by his vast knowledge of Hadith 
and his deep insight into it that he kept him-
self attached to him up to the end of his life. 
He was an ardent admirer of another great-
teacher of Hadith, Muhammad b.Yahya 
al-Dhuhali and attended his lectures reg-
ularly, but when the difference of opinion 
between Muhammad b. Yahya and Imam 
Bukhari, on the issue of the creation of the 
Holy Qur'an, sharpened into hostility, Imam 
Muslim sided with Imam Bukhari and aban-
doned Muhammad b. Yahya altogether. He 
was thus a true disciple of Imam Bukhari.
He wrote many books and treatises on Ha-
dith, but the most important of his works 
is the collection (Jami’) of his Sahih Some 
of the commentators of Ahadith are of the 
opinion that in certain respects it is the best 
and most authentic work on the subject. 
Imam Muslim took great pains in collecting 
300,000 Traditions, and then after a thor-
ough examination of them retained only 
4000, the genuineness of which is fully es-
tablished.1
He prefixed to his compilation a very illu-
minating introduction, in which he specified 
some of the principles which he had fol-
lowed in the choice of his material.
Imam Muslim has to his credit many other 
valuable contributions to different branches 
of Hadith literature, and most of them retain 
their eminence even to the present day. 
Amongst these Kitab al-Musnad al-Kabir 
'Ala al-Rijal, Jami' Kabir, Kitab, al-Asma' 
wa'l-Kuna, Kitab al-Ilal, Kitab al- Wijdan are 
very important.
His methods of classification and anno-
tation 
Muslim's Sahih comes next to it. However, 

in certain respects the latter is considered 
superior to the former. Imam Muslim strictly 
observed many principles of the science of 
Hadith which had been slightly ignored by 
his great teacher Imam Bukhari (may Allah 
have mercy on both of them).
Imam Muslim considered only such tradi-
tions to be genuine and authentic as had 
been transmitted to him by an unbroken 
chain of reliable authorities and were in 
perfect harmony with what had, (been re-
lated by other narrators whose trustworthi-
ness was unanimously accepted and who 
were free from all defects.
Moreover, Imam Bukhari, while describing 
the chain of narrators, sometimes men-
tions their kunya and sometimes gives their 
names. This is particularly true in case of 
the narrators of Syria. This creates a sort of 
confusion, which Imam Muslim has avoid-
ed.
Imam Muslim takes particular care in ac-
cording the exact words of the narrators 
and points out even the minutest difference 
in the wording of their reports.
Imam Muslim has also constantly kept in 
view the difference between the two well-
known modes of narration, haddathana (he 
narrated to us) and akhbarana (he informed 
us). He is of the opinion that the first mode 
is used only when the teacher is narrating 
the hadith and the student is listening to it, 
while the second mode of expression im-
plies that the student is reading the hadith 
before the teacher. This reflects his utmost 
care in the transmission of a hadith.
Imam Muslim has taken great pains in 
connecting the chain of narrators. He has 
recorded only that hadith which, at least, 
two reliable tabi'in (successors) had heard 
from two Companions and this principle is 
observed throughout the subsequent chain 
of narrators.
His students
Imam Muslim had a very wide circle of stu-
dents, who learnt Hadith from him. Some 
of them occupy a very prominent position 
in Islamic history, for instance Abu Hatim 
Razi, Musa bin Harun, Ahmad bin Salama, 
Abu 'Isa Tirmidhi, Abu Bakr bin Khusaima, 
Abu ‘Awana and Hafiz Dhahabi.
His death
Imam Muslim lived for fifty-five years in this 
world. Of this short span of his life he spent 
most of his time in learning Hadith, in Its 
compilation, in its teaching and transmis-
sion. He always remained absorbed in this 
single pursuit and nothing could distract his 
attention from this pious task. He died in 
261/875, and was buried in the suburbs of 
Nishapur.
It is essential to remove one of the serious 
misgivings under which so many Oriental-
ists and westernised Muslim scholars are 
labouring. When they are told that Imam 
Muslim selected 4,000 ahadith out of a total 
collection of 300,000, they think that since 
quite a large number of ahadith were unre-
liable, therefore, these were rejected, and 

Dr. Abdul Hamid Siddiqui
then jump to the conclusion that the whole 
stock of hadith is spurious and should be 
rejected outright. 
This betrays utter ignorance of the critics 
even about the elementary knowledge of 
hadith. Matn (text) is not the basis on which 
is calculated the number of ahadith. Had-
ith is counted on the chain of transmission. 
Thus when we say that Imam Muslim col-
lected 300,000 ahadith and included only 
4,000 in his compilation, it does not imply 
that he rejected the rest of the whole lot 
of the Prophet's sayings being unreliable. 
What this means is that the words and 
deeds of the Holy Prophet (may peace be 
upon him) were transmitted to Imam Mus-
lim through so many chains of transmission 
out of which he selected 4,000 chains as 
most authentic and narrated the text on 
their authority. 
A text (matn) which is transmitted through 
one hundred isnads is in Hadith litera-
ture treated as one hundred traditions. 
For example, the text of the first hadith in 
Bukhari (The Actions Are Based on Inten-
tion) is counted as a selection of one out of 
700 ahadith since it has been transmitted 
through such a large number of isnads.
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Students wishing to enroll in universities 
under government sponsorship have two 
weeks to put forward their applications.
In a public notice, the Kenya Universities 
and Colleges Central Placement Service 
(KUCCPS) announced that online applica-
tions which were opened on January 24 
will close on February 14. 
All 2017 Kenya Certificate of Secondary 
Education (KCSE) candidates who scored 
a minimum aggregate grade of C+ (plus) 
and above are eligible for placement in 
both public and private universities to pur-
sue degree courses.
Those who scored a minimum grade of C- 
(minus) and above are eligible for diploma 
programmes offered in tertiary institu-
tion while candidates who scored a mean 
grade D and above are also eligible for 
placement under government sponsorship 
in public colleges which offer craft certifi-
cate courses.
“Those who did not submit their applica-
tions through their schools may use this 
opportunity to apply for degree, diploma or 
certificate courses of their choice as gov-
ernment supported students,” read the no-
tice.
The sponsorship is also open for students 
who sat for KCSE examinations earlier 
than 2017 but this is limited only for diplo-
ma and certificate courses.
Application procedures and other relevant 
guidelines may be accessed through the 
placement service website www.kuccps.
ac.ke.

Feb 14 deadline for 
applications for gov’t 
sponsored students 
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Asma Bint Shameem Hijab is not a piece of cloth on your head
Hijab is not a piece of cloth on your 
head. It’s a way of life.
Just because some of the sisters have their 
head covered, they think that the require-
ment of Hijaab is fulfilled. They don’t real-
ize that wearing a Hijaab requires much 
more than just covering your head.
Actually, if you think about it, Hijaab is the 
way you talk…..the way you walk….the 
very way you carry yourself. In fact, Hijaab 
is an attitude in itself. Its a whole way of 
life.
Allaah says: “And say to the believing 
women to lower their gazes, and to guard 
their private parts, and not to display their 
beauty (zeenah) except what is apparent 
of it, and to extend their headcoverings 
(khimars) to cover their bosoms (jaybs), 
and not to display their beauty except to 
their husbands, or their fathers, or their 
husband’s fathers, or their sons, or their 
husband’s sons, or their brothers, or their 
brothers’ sons, or their sisters’ sons, or 
their womenfolk, or what their right hands 
rule (slaves), or the followers from the men 
who do not feel sexual desire, or the small 
children to whom the nakedness of women 
is not apparent, and not to strike their feet 
(on the ground) so as to make known what 
they hide of their adornments. And turn in 
repentance to Allah together, O you be-
lievers, in order that you are successful.” 
(Surat-un-Nur: 31).
Here are some of the more common issues 
in light of this verse about the Hijaab.
Well, my head is covered. What more do 
you want?
If you look carefully at the ayah, it clear-
ly states that the head covers (khumur) 
should be drawn over the neck slits (juy-
oob). Khumur is the plural of the Arabic 
word “khimar” which means a headcover. 
Juyoob is the plural of the Arabic word 
“jaiyb”, which refers to the neck slit (of the 
dress).
Yet, some sisters just cover their head with 
something, and think they are fulfilling the 
rights of Hijaab, although part of their hair 
or body is showing, or their whole neck and 
chest area are exposed. Actually, that was 
the way of the women of Jahilliyah.
Al-Qurtubi said: “Women in those days 
used to cover their heads with the khimar, 
throwing its ends upon their backs. This left 
the neck and the upper part of the chest 
bare, along with the ears. Then Allah com-
manded them to cover those parts with the 
khimar.”
So secure the scarf well around your face, 
covering your neck/chest area, and keep 
those half sleeves and capri pants for your 
Mahrams
Sorry.…tight jeans and short shirt just 
don’t cut it
You can’t wear tight jeans and a short shirt 
with a piece of cloth on your head and think 
this is Hijaab. Nor can you wear anything 
else that is tight, describing the shape of 
the body in any way, even if it is long. The 
Prophet (Sal Allaahu Alaiyhi wa Sallam) 

WOMEN

said: “In later (generations) of my ummah 
there will be women who will be dressed 
but naked. On top of their heads (what 
looks) like camel humps. They will not en-
ter into paradise or (even) get a smell of it.” 
(Muslim)
If it is see-through, its NOT Hijaab
You CANNOT use chiffon or other see 
through material to cover your hair and 
body. Everything should be covered and 
the color of the skin underneath should not 
be visible.
The Prophet (Sal Allaahu Alaiyhi wa Sal-
lam) once received a thick garment as a 
gift. He gave it to Usamah bin Zayd, who in 
turn gave it to his wife. When asked by the 
Prophet why he did not wear it, Osamah 
indicated that he gave it to his wife. The 
Prophet then said to Osamah “ask her to 
use a “ghulalah” under it (the garment) for I 
fear that it (the garment) may describe the 
size of her bones.” (Ahmad, Abi-Dawood)
(The word ghulalah in Arabic means a thick 
fabric worn under the dress to prevent it 
from describing the shape of the body).
The Hijaab shouldn’t attract attention
The dress should not be such that it at-
tracts men’s attention to the woman’s 
beauty. Allaah clearly states “not to display 
their beauty (zeenah).” Yet, Subhaan Al-
laah, some Hijaabi sisters are dressed in 
such a way that they attract more attention 
to themselves than they would if they didn’t 
wear Hijaab!! How could such zeenah be 
concealed if the dress is designed in a way 
that it attracts men’s eyes to the woman? It 
beats the purpose of Hijaab.
Allaah tells us: “And stay in your houses, 
and do not display yourselves like that of 
the times of ignorance…” [al-Ahzaab:32]
What about make-up and perfume???
Wearing makeup is also part of the zeenah 
that Allaah orders us NOT to display. So if 
your head and body are appropriately cov-
ered yet you are wearing bright red lipstick 
or dark eyeliner such that people confuse 
between you and a raccoon….uh sorry, 
that’s not Hijaab. And keep those nice fra-
grances for the home, between you and 
your husband. That’s part of Hijaab too, 
even if you are going to the Masjid. The 
Prophet (Sal Allaahu Alaiyhi wa Sallam) 
said: “Any woman who puts on perfume 
and passes by people so that they can 
smell her fragrance, is an adulteress.” (al-
Nasaa’I and Tirmidhi)
Tinkling Jewelry and Jingling bracelets
‘Loud’ and tinkling anything, be it jewelry, 
bracelets, clip-clopping shoes, little bells 
on clothes, you name it, if it jingles or 
makes noise, it is against the principles of 
Hijaab, because it attracts attention to the 
one wearing it. That is what is meant when 
Allaah orders us in the above verse…“not 
to strike their feet (on the ground) so as to 
make known what they hide of their adorn-
ments.”
No laughing, joking, or hanging out with 
non-Mahrams
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Some sisters assume that since they are 
properly covered, its okay for them to sit 
around and talk, laugh, joke, etc. with the 
men, but that’s not right, even if he is ‘the 
Shaikh’.
Allaah says:”. . . then be not soft in speech, 
lest he in whose heart is a disease should 
be moved with desire, but speak in an hon-
orable manner.” [al-Ahzaab:32] So talk to 
them when there is a specific need, and in 
a manner that is not necessarily rude, yet 
it is polite but firm.
Staring at the brothers or ‘checking 
them out’ is NOT Hijaab
Allaah orders us to “lower your gaze” in the 
above verse. Why? Because a single ‘look’ 
can say more than a thousand words. So, 
even if you are properly covered, keep 
those eyes down, conduct yourself with 
‘Hayaa’, and avoid ‘fitnah’.
‘Chatting’ on the internet/phone is not 
part of Hijaab, either
There is no such thing as “we’re just 
friends”. Talking to non-Mahrams is wrong 
even if it is through telephone or chatting 
on the internet. There are too many stories 
of illegal relationships, fornications, broken 
homes, extra-marital affairs and runaway 
brides to even mention. That is why in Is-
lam anything that leads to haraam is also 
haraam. Allaah says: “Do not (even) come 
close to fornication, for it is an indecency, 
and its way is evil.” (Surah Israa:32)
Be careful, even in the way you walk
Remember, you are not a runway model 
displaying the latest fashion. Walk with 
modesty and hayaa and you will be re-
spected. The Prophet (Sal Allaahu Alai-
yhi wa Sallam) said: “There are two types 
of the people of hell that I have not seen 
yet….women who are clothed yet naked, 
walking with an enticing gait…..” (Muslim).
Don’t shake hands with non-Mahrams. 
Its part of Hijaab
It is not permissible to shake hands with 
a non-Mahram, because the Prophet (Sal 
Allaahu Alaiyhi wa Sallam) said: “For one 
of you to be stabbed in the head with an 
iron needle is better for him than to touch 
a woman who is not permissible for him.” 
(at-Tabaraani).
And no, it is not rude to refuse to shake 
hands with non-Muslims. Simply politely 
explain that its part of your religion and 
they are very understanding.
Hijaab is also to conceal your sister
Although some sisters wear the Hijaab 
themselves, they forget that they cannot 
talk about another sister and her beauty in 
front of their own husbands, brothers, etc. 
Remember, part of your Hijaab is to cover 
your sisters ‘awrah’ as well.
The Prophet (Sal Allaahu Alaiyhi wa Sal-
lam) said: “No woman should mix with a 
woman and describe her to her husband 
so that it is as if he can see her.” (Muslim)
May Allah guide us and bless us with the 
TRUE understanding of His Deen. Ameen.
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How to utilize social media to gain barakah in your life
YOUTH

For many of us, it’s not the sun that wakes us up but the unavoid-
able glare of our phones. Social media has taken over our lives 
in a way that could be damaging to our spirituality. We spend 
hours scrolling through Instagram or Facebook, and aimlessly 
watching video after video. It’s good to honestly think about how 
many of our mornings have kicked off by unproductively.
While some people aim for complete detachment from social 
media as a spiritual cleansing tool, others think of ways to 
gain control over their social media intake in a way that brings 
barakah in their lives and limits harm that could come out of it.
If you are looking to do the latter, here are a few suggested 
ways to utilize social media to boost your spiritual productivity.
Seek knowledge and capitalize on using beneficial apps
Sacred knowledge used to be very hard to acquire; people used 
to travel and exert time and money to seek knowledge, but now 
there is a wealth of knowledge at our fingertips. We are, in a 
way, fortunate that we have unlimited resources to help us learn 
more and seek closeness of Allah  So, capitalize on this luxury. 
Instead of aimlessly scrolling through your phone, allow your 
phone to connect you more with Allah  and less with dunya.
There are numerous apps you can download to gain more 
knowledge, for example, Muslim Pro, Quran Pro, MyQuran and 
BayinnahTV among others.
A majority of us already have apps like Youtube and for those 
who have iPhone: podcasts,  so why not utilize them properly? 
Use them to secure your akhirah and preserve the stability of 
your heart. If you can find 10 minutes to watch a makeup tuto-
rial on youtube, you can allocate some time to watch a lecture. 
Short reminders on youtube are plentiful, so even five minutes 
of expanding your knowledge will be of benefit to you. If you can 
sit through a 40-minute long episode on Netflix, you should be 
able to dedicate twice as much time to Allah  for the sake of your 
soul. Replace the music on Spotify with Quran. Download a few 
lectures on a podcast and nourish your iman on your commute 
to school or work.
Think about ‘who/what’ you are following and filter out neg-
ative influences
It’s very critical to monitor the type of posts that are flooding 
your newsfeed. The things we watch, read, and listen to impact 
us greatly. Take a moment to scroll through the list of people 
you are following, and ask yourself what kind of public figures 
are they? What is their message? What kind of pages am I fol-
lowing? What kind of pages do I find myself constantly going 
back to? Will Allah  be pleased with me for supporting their mes-
sage? Will I be affected negatively by this content?
Be firm and strong enough to unfollow/unfriend figures or pages 
that you feel are toxic to your heart. This is a form of cleansing. 
Remember, following someone can easily lead to praise, which 
can lead us to believe the person we admire is infallible. We 
must be careful not to overpraise someone more than we praise 
and worship Allah.
Try to follow people of sound knowledge and respected Islamic 
scholars on social media. The pages dedicated solely to am-
plifying knowledge are plenty. Also, share what you learn as 
a sadaqah jariya (beneficial knowledge/ceaseless charity). So 
motivate yourself and your friends by creating WhatsApp groups 
for the purpose of sharing authentic beneficial knowledge, and 
for discussion and support of one another.
Block notifications to be more present in real life
When we allow ourselves to receive notifications at all times 
and make ourselves available to respond to everything we re-
ceive on the spot, this can drastically damage the quality of our 
attention, our presence with people in real life and our ibadah 
(worship).
Even when our phones are not physically in our hands, our 
hearts are distracted by them. During salaah (prayer), while we 
are reciting the holy Qu’ran, or during any other form of ibadah, 
we should be completely mindful of the majesty of Allah . All 
other matters should be placed behind you. However, with the 
notification sounds, the mind wanders, and we begin to specu-

late about the contents of the notification. We are well aware that it is 
only Allah  that deserves our full attention. It is not befitting of Him to 
be distracted while being with Him in prayer or dhikr.
So before salah (prayer), disable the notifications for all of your apps 
and put your phone on do not disturb. Not knowing who is texting you 
for 15 minutes won’t damage you, but these minutes could be utilized 
in pursuing the hereafter and eternal goodness, and showing Allah  
that He is more important than anything else in our lives.
Control time and don’t let it control you 
Allah  says: “By time Indeed, mankind is in loss, except for those who 
have believed and done righteous deeds and advised each other to 
truth and advised each other to patience.” [Qur’an: Chapter: 103]
We cannot analyze how much time we spend on something unless 
we measure it. Believe it or not, we spend way more time on our 
screens than we believe we do. When you actually see the number 
of times you’ve unlocked your phone within an hour or the amount 
of time you spent on an app within a day, it becomes a huge reality 
check and aids in improvising ourselves efficiently. 

The hardest thing isn't to find time...But to know how to protect 
it !
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UK charity transforms lives of poor Lamu villagers
It is a cool and calm Saturday 
morning and residents of Ba-
hamisi village in Pate Island, 
Lamu county cannot hide their joy 
as they are handed over keys to 
their new home. Today these vil-
lagers are proud owners of a two 
bedroom houses in this remote 
village located along the shores 
of the Indian Ocean.
For the past 30 years, the inhab-
itants of Bahamisi village lived 
in poor conditions, dilapidated 
makeshift houses with no water, 
education and health care facili-
ties but on Saturday January 27 
they experienced a new begin-
ning in their lives as home own-
ers- a dream many of them never 
comprehended that it could one 
day turn into a reality. 
It was a big day for the villag-
ers, the official launch of Ba-
hamisi Model Village Project by 
UK based charity organization, 
Al Khair Foundation which fa-
cilitated the construction of 28 
two-bedroom houses which were 
handed over to the villagers from 
poor backgrounds at no cost.
Apart from two bedroom houses, 
a mosque, dispensary, madras-
sah and nursery school to cater 
for the educational needs of their 
future generation have also been 
established to serve the social 
welfare of the residents.
The housing project was con-
structed at a cost of Sh18 million 
and handed over to the benefi-
ciaries at an event attended by a 
delegation from Al Khair Founda-
tion, local elected leaders and of-
ficials from Lamu county govern-
ment. 
As the cool breeze sweeps from 
the ocean, men, elated women 
and children gathered to sing and 
dance as they expressed their 
gratitude to the foundation for 

coming to their rescue and putting decent roofs 
over their heads.  At the ceremony, the chair-
man and founder of Al Khair Foundation Imam 
Qassim Rashid Ahmad described the housing 
project as a milestone initiative that came with 
huge amount of sacrifice and dedication.
He said they were touched by the plight of the 
community and decided to set up the housing 
project that has transformed the landscape of 
the island.
Imam Qassim said the project will be replicated 
in other remote villages of Lamu who face simi-
lar housing problems. “Alhamdulillah despite 
the numerous challenges, we have achieved 
great milestone. Insha Allah by the grace of 
Allah, we will be initiating many more projects 
here to improve the lives and conditions of Ba-
hamisi community and that of Lamu residents,” 
he said.  
The Imam disclosed that to address the socio-
economic challenges facing by the local com-
munity, Al Khair will kick-start a dairy goat pro-
ject where locals will be able to engage in the 
sale of milk and hence alleviate poverty and 
improve on their livelihood.
He thanked former governor Issa Timamy for 
according them the necessary support to un-
dertake various projects in the county adding 
that the Foundation is determined to support 
local residents to improve on their livelihoods.
Former Lamu governor Issa Timamy lauded the 
project whose foundation was laid during his 
time as the Lamu governor. Timamy, who has 
previously worked with Al Khair on numerous 
projects in Lamu county said Bahamisi is now 
the envy of other surrounding local villages who 
also dream to have modern houses and other 
social amenities.

He paid immense tribute to the foundation for its 
wide range noble charity activities in the region.  
Lamu county Women Representative Ruweida 
Obbo said the housing project has significantly 
transformed the lives of Bahamisi community and 
commended Al Khair Foundation for coming to the 
aid of the local people.
Ruweida pledged to partner with both the national 
and county governments to bring more develop-
mental project to Bahamisi village for the commu-
nity to realize more social-economic development. 
The minister of land, infrastructure and urban de-
velopment in the Lamu county government Fahima 
Arafat thanked Al Khair Foundation for its dedica-
tion to help and improve the lives of the less for-
tunate members of the society. Fahima noted that 
the county government will supplement the efforts 
by the international humanitarian organization.
Village elder Muhammad Mkimina expressed his 
appreciation to Al Khair for the life-changing pro-
ject. “Our lives have been transformed, my fam-
ily and I now have a roof over our heads, we do 
not have to worry about leaking rooms anymore, 
thanks to Al Khair,” he said.
The 70- year-old father of four asked the county 
government to compliment the efforts of Al Khair 
by equipping the dispensary, posting teachers for 
the madrasah and nursery school. He noted that 
despite the efforts by the organization, the locals 
still face myriad challenges including lack of fresh 
water.
It is not only the residents of Bahamisi who are 
feeling the presence of Al Khair Foundation but 
also the locals of Lamu county who say the charity 
organization has being very helpful 
The organization has undertaken numerous pro-
jects in Lamu county to improve on the livelihood 
of the local people.
In 2016, fishermen in Kiwayu Island were the ben-
eficiaries of a solar freezer plant built by Al Khair 
which they use to store and preserve their fish be-
fore transportation it to the markets. 
The charity also donated outboard motors to the 
fishermen to enable them to fish in deep waters. 
The fishermen say the equipment has helped them 
to uplift their living standard as fishing is their eco-
nomic mainstay.
In Yari village, Manda Island, the foundation built 
the first mosque in the area for the local Muslim 
population. The much needed facility is now serv-
ing close to 200 worshipers.
Al Khair has also donated two boat ambulances 
and two Tuk Tuk to King Fahad Hospital, Lamu 
County referral hospital to boast maternal and 
child health care. The two boats provide transport 
for pregnant mothers from the Islands to the hospi-
tal while the Tuk Tuks have come in handy as they 
maneuver easily in the narrow streets of Lamu to 
deliver patients to the hospital. The charity has 
also rehabilitated 3 underground water reservoirs 

Continued To  Page 7

Former Lamu governor Issa Timamy (right) addresses residents of Bahamisi village 
during the unveiling of Bahamisi housing project by Al Khair Foundation. Looking on 
are from right Lamu Women Representative Ruweida Obbo and founder and chair-
man of Al Khair Foundation Imam Qassim Rashid Ahmad (left)



Page 7 

The Friday Bulletin NATIONAL Jumadal Al-Awwal, 16,1439/February, 02, 2018

UK charity transforms lives of poor Lamu villagers

Adams mosque construction in progress 
Construction of the multi-facility 
Adams Mosque is underway at the 
site located within the Adam Arcade 
Complex along Ngog Road in Nai-
robi.
On completion, the 3,500 capac-
ity mosque is expected to serve the 
residents of the Ngong Road and 
surrounding areas.
Due to the growing population of 
Muslims in the area, the current 
mosque does not have adequate ca-
pacity for the worshippers. In many 
instances, the Imam is forced to lead 
the prayers from the parking area 
with some worshippers also holding 
the prayers in the open space and 
others find space in the mosque.
The mosque is the only one along 
the whole stretch of the more than 
3km Ngong Road-one of the fast 
busiest commercial and residential 
areas of Nairobi. 
“Many Muslims are unable to offer 
their Jum’uah prayers due to lack 
of space and end up missing their 
prayers entirely. The community 
lacks various resources to facilitate 
important social needs such as Is-
lamic education classes and library. 
There is also a dire need for youth-
oriented facilities, in order to make 
the masjid an attractive venue to the 
new generation that makes them feel 
more welcome,” said Farouk Adam 
who is among the Adams Mosque 

Majority leader in the National Assembly 
Aden Duale has backed the ban on shisha 
by the government saying he will reinforce 
the ban by introducing new law in the parlia-
ment.
Duale said by banning the use, sale and dis-
tribution of the water-pipe tobacco the gov-
ernment was safeguarding the health and 
well-being of Kenyans.
He said medical experts have proved that 
consumption of shisha causes many grave 
health risks to users such as lung and 
throat cancer, hypertension and heart prob-
lems amongst other illness pointing out the 
dangers of highly addictive substance out-
weighed its benefits.
“Shisha is said to be more dangerous than 
cigarette because of the percentage of nico-
tine. The added flavors make smokers feel 
that they are inhaling herbal products while 
they are actually taking tobacco which in 
return makes them addicted to nicotine,’ he 
said 
The importation, manufacturing, sale, ad-
vertising, promotion, distribution and smok-
ing of shisha was outlawed by the Ministry 
of Health in December 27, 2017.
The Garissa Township legislator noted that 
he will soon bring an amendment in the par-
liament that will reinforce the sale and use 
of shisha in the country. “I will introduce an 
amendment to the public health act to ban 
the use, distribution, importation and manu-
facturing of shisha. Kenyans in general wel-
comed the ban. The interest of the few indi-
viduals and businessmen cannot supersede 
the bigger public health of Mwananchi,’’ he 
said.
He added that only few individuals such as 
businessmen and club operators were ben-
efiting from the sale and use of shisha.
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Duale defends shisha ban

Trustees.
Among other facilities the proposed mosque will 
have a library, madrasa (Islamic School), youth 
recreation centre, multi-purpose hall and ghusl 
area among other amenities. 
Financial support towards the construction of the 
mosque can be made through MPESA Paybill 
number No. 918750 Account: 222 or through First 
Community Bank Westlands Branch Adam Chari-
table Trust account number 011388301. 
Donations can also be made through Gulf African 
Bank Upperhill Branch Adam Charitable Trust ac-
count 0078678601.
The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be 
upon him, said, “Whoever builds a mosque for Al-
lah, then Allah will build for him a house like it in 
Paradise.” (Bukhari)

Muslims in Coast region has been chal-
lenged to treat both boys and girls equally 
when it comes to matters pertaining to 
education.
Speaking on Monday at Mbaraki Girls 
Primary School in Mombasa, the Project 
manager of Shakirina Youth for Develop-
ment Sister Naima Zubeir urged Muslim 
parents in the region to take matters edu-
cation seriously and send all their children 
to school irrespective of gender.
Naima underscored the importance of 
education and gender balance in families 
and communities, stressing that it is ob-
ligatory for both male and female to seek 
for knowledge, adding that abandoning or 
discrimination against girls was un-Islamic 
and amounted to ignorance.
She said that the teaching of Holy Prophet 
Muhammad (peace be upon Him) did not 
prescribe giving unfair treatment to girls.
The project manager regretted that some 
Muslim parents harboured tendencies 

Coast Muslim parents urged to educate girls
which discriminate against girls when it 
comes to education where they prefer to 
educate boys hence ignoring girls, adding 
that educating girls is educating the whole 
society. 
Naima further said in today’s era girls and 
women contribute positively to society and 
play important roles in the development of 
the community and country at large, hence 
the need  for parents to take girls education 
seriously ''It is quite unfortunate that some 
Muslim parents do not recognize their girl 
child while budgeting for family education,'' 
she lamented.
Naima urged Muslim parents to ensure that 
all their children grow up in line with the 
teachings of the Qur'an and the traditions 
of the Prophet Muhammad peace be upon 
him to nurture them as responsible and 
God fearing citizens.
She further urged Muslim girls to work extra 
hard in their studies in order to excel aca-
demically to be productive members of the 
society.

in Pate Island in 2017. The reservoirs 
are the only sources of fresh water serve 
close to 3000 people.
In Matondoi Island, residents have ac-
cess to clean piped water in their homes. 
This is after the organization rehabilitated 
and sunk a well which is powered by so-

lar energy to serve water close to 500 house-
holds. This water is even used for irrigation 
and supplied to the local mosque.
A former long serving chief at Mutondoi vil-
lage Ali Abubakar, notes that the residents 
are grateful that the water problem is behind 
them and they can afford to supply the pre-

cious commodity to the nearby villages such 
as Mokowe.
The organization has also set up an alterna-
tive animal waste management project for 
the local youth in Lamu town where charcoal 
dust is mixed with donkey dung to produce 
smokeless and long lasting charcoal.  This 
project has provided employment opportuni-
ties to hundreds of youth and at the same 
time conserves the environment.
Said Ali, the chief executive officer of Lamu 
Arts and Theatre Alliance, (LATA) a consor-
tium of youth community based organization 
says many idle youth have benefitted from 
this project noting it has created jobs for 
them and kept them away from harmful and 
illegal activities.
According to Al Khair country director Mu-
hammad Tariq, the foundation has undertak-
en numerous projects in Lamu and across 
the country in Nairobi, Mombasa, Garissa, 
Wajir, Bungoma, Tana River, Samburu and 
Busia amongst other counties.
Some of the many projects, Al Khair un-
dertakes include building and supporting 
schools, madrassah, mosques, hospitals, 
orphanages and health clinics, sinking and 
rehabilitation of wells, provision of Ramad-
han Iftar and food distribution and Udhiya/
Qurbani. 
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Opening Ceremony – Ndalani centre
Ummah Foundation is committed to increasing access to quality 
education in Kenya, especially for the poor, needy and deserv-
ing orphans. Education, more than any other sector of devel-
opment contributes to improvement in poverty reduction, good 
health and environmental protection. An educated community is 
well empowered to face all challenges of humanity.
Among the challenges being faced in the country is that the 
education system does not aptly meet the needs of the leaners. 
Hence drop outs rates are very high and the graduates do not 
secure jobs after school due to lack of market demand for their 
previous trainings. A good education system should lead to a 
prosperous, peaceful and sustainable future for our community. 
Our solution is to systematically develop community schools 
and provide comprehensive support for an integrated system 
that emphasizes on both religious and secular education. This 
is why Ummah Foundation in partnership with Al Momin Foun-
dation have built five classrooms at its Ndalani Islamic centre 
along Garissa Road in Machakos county. The Institution has 
been operating a Tahfeedh centre for pre-school going children 
under sponsorship of Al Momin Foundation.
 In line with the policy to integrate education where Muslim learn-
ing Institutions incorporate secular education within its syllabus, 
two organistion had a ground breaking ceremony at the centre 
to commission construction of four classrooms for the upcoming 
school. The opening ceremony was attended by Brothers; Zool 
Nimji of Ummah Foundation, Ayub Khalid, the Chairman of Al 
Momin Foundation among others. The area chief also attended 
the ceremony and pledged to work closely with Al Momin and 
Ummah Foundations to expand and develop the centre for the 
sake of the entire community. The classes will be utilised as pre-
school facilities for the initial stages of Early Childhood Educa-
tion for the children in the area. Water from the nearby Nation 
Youth Service camp has been connected to the centre. 
We have built strong partnerships with the villagers and govern-
ment in every community where we work.  Our model is predi-
cated on community ownership and project sustainability.  .  
This powerful concept of giving maximum support to Madrars-
sah cum schools program has been central to our model since 
the beginning. For this reason, Ummah Foundation has been 
involved in Madrassah training Programs that are aimed at 
advancing the skills of our teachers. This is an innovative ap-
proach to comprehensively support our young children to gain a 
quality Islamic and school education in all parts of the country.  
Perhaps most importantly, this also includes a strategy for en-
gaging and educating the community about the importance of 
acquiring both types of education.
We would like to reiterate the fact that we should all Instead of 
counting our days, we must make our days count. Whatever 
good we give here will count tomorrow in front of Allah. The best 
of all charities is to leave a legacy or foundation upon which you 
derive endless rewards. Building a school is building a future for 
the next generations. 
Contact us:
Ummah Foundation
Village plaza, 2nd Floor, Ngara Rd
P.O.Box 58717-00200 Nairobi
Tel: 020-2680610/13
Mobile: 0734-845277
Email: info@ummahfoundation.net
Web:www.ummahfoundation.net

A member of the far-right Alternative for Germany (AfD) party, known 
for its anti-Muslim rhetoric, has surprised observers by converting to 
Islam. Arthur Wagner sat on the party's executive committee in the 
state of Brandenburg but recently stepped down for reasons he says 
are unrelated.
The 48-year-old, who is still a member of the party, told one newspa-
per that it was a "private matter". On its website, the AfD proclaims 
that "Islam does not belong in Germany".
AfD supporters have regularly held anti-Islam rallies, and in last 
year's federal elections the party used posters depicting housewives 
in niqab (face veils) to press home its message.
But a spokesman for the party in Brandenburg has insisted that Mr 
Wagner's conversion is "no problem" for the party. "Religion is a pri-
vate matter. We support the constitutional right of religious freedom," 
Daniel Friese was quoted as saying.
Mr Wagner, who is of Russian origin, previously belonged to German 
chancellor Angela Merkel's Christian Democratic Union (CDU) party.
However in a video published in 2017, he is shown saying that al-
though he had once been an admirer of Mrs Merkel, her decision to 
open the door to hundreds of thousands of migrants during the 2015-
16 crisis had proved he was "totally wrong".
He claimed Germany had "mutated into another country" as a result. 
Mr Wagner was also listed as previously belonging to a group called 
"Christians in the AfD".
The AfD won its first parliamentary seats in the last election, becom-
ing the third party with 12.6% of the vote. (BBC)

German far-right AfD politician converts to Islam

Jamia Training Institute (JTI) is pleased to announce in-
take for sponsoring students in dress making.
This sponsorship only applies to needy ladies . 
Application LETTERS should be dropped at JTI offices at 
Jamia mosque Nairobi.

TAILORING SPONSORSHIP


